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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

KIlASKIN A L ESSE
ATTOItNEYS AT LAW

2120 L sn.t, N.W., Suite 520
WaIaiJtatoa, DC 20037

TELEPHONE (202) 296-8190

March 29, 1995

Me •
JIIr. v111i_ P. caten, Acting secretary
Office of the s.craary
Pederal COIIIItmicationa Co.-i_ion
1919 M street, M.V., Rooa 222
V.shinqton, DC 20037

"I OC ......~ ... '.-1•
• Ian••••gtiM

Dear Kr. Caton:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

TELBCOPIEIl (202) 296-1893

RECEIVED
_291995

IBJERAl COMfJ'JNICATIONS COMMISSION
OfFI(,'E or SEcRETARY

on behalf of tIM Rural Cellular Aaaociation (RCA), we are
sua.itting an oriqinal and one copy of this letter to intora the
Cc..i••ion that on tIli. date, representative. of RCA, as noted
below, ..t with the following ca.a1.aion .tatf ..~rs to discuss
RCA's poaition on the iaaue. rai8ed in this proceedinq, which are
a .atter of record before the ca.ai••ion:

Nancy Booker and Judy Arqentiere in the Wireless Telecommuni­
cations Bureau:

David L. Jone.
Richard Ada_
willi_ Biere
Jackie H. Duke.

Kathie Zentqraf
Richard Ekstrand
J.D. Jones

Mary MCManu. of Ca.ai••ioner Susan Hess' Office:

Richard Ada_
Williaa Biere

J.D. Jones
Kathie Zentqraf

Ruth Milkman at Chairaan Reed Hundt's Office:

David L. Jones
Richard Ada..
Villiaa Biere
Jackie N. Dukes

Kathie zentCJraf
Richard Ekstrand
J.D. Jones
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Rudy Baca of Ca.aissioner Ja..s Quello's Office:

willi.. Biere
Richard Ekstrand
J.D. Jone.

Lisa saith of ca.aissioner Andrew Barrett's Office and Jill
Luckett of Ca.aiaaioner Rachelle Chong's Office:

Richard Ekstrand
J.D. Jones

The attached outline suaaarizes RCA's position and
presentation.

Should there be any questions concerning this matter, please
contact this office.

SL/cvh
Attac"'nts

cc: Maney Booker, Wirele•• T.lec~nicationsBureau
Judy Ar98ntiere, Wirele.s Telec~unicationsBureau
Mary McManus, Coaai••ioner .... ' Office
Ruth Milkaan, Cbairaan Hundt'. Office
Rudy Baca, co.ai••ioner Quello's Office
Lisa saith, ca.ais.ioner Barrett's Office
Jill Luckett, ca.aissioner Chong's Office
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Bqual Access

o Lonq distance equal access was developed to pro.ote
competition in the lonq distance industry by qranting
consumers access through the local exchange bottleneck.

o Cellular service providers offer a variety of packaqes of
local and lonq distance services, including wide area calling
plans that treat as "local" mobile calls which would otherwise
be long distance calls. Equal access requirements, however,
restrict the ability of cellular carriers to compete with
other long distance service providers by effectively
prohibiting the offering of these unique long distance
packages to their customers. If equal access restrictions are
imposed on cellular carriers, customers will potentially pay
long distance toll charges for calls once billed as local.

Sf;atus: Under the Senate Bill mark-up, cellular
providers are not required to provide equal
access to interexchange carriers.
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o The FCC impo.ed interconnection requirements to compensate for
monopoly control of ••••ntial facilities by local telephone
companies. Unlike telcos, wir.less service providers enjoy
neither monopoly control over .ssential facilities nor the
market dominance which would give them the incentive to create
barriers to entry.

o The imposition of unbundled interconnection policies on
wireless . service providers will result in costly and
burdensome regulations, significantly reducing incentives to
deploy new facilities, particularly in high risk rural areas.

o In the competitive wireless industry, sound business practices
and market forces produce incentives for mutually agreed upon
interconnection arrangements.

status: Under the Senate Bill mark-up, only carriers
defined by FCC to have "market power" are
required to provide interconnection
"market" includes all providers of exchange or
exchange access services (telco inclusion in
this definition may effectively exclude
cellular companies from this requirement).
The COJlUllerce Committee will now submit the
mark-up to the full Senate for review and
voting.
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o RCA filed Reply Co..ents in the FCC's proceeding concerning
enhanced 911 .ervices ("E-911") for mobile services. RCA
supports mobile E-911 services but believes that they should
be provided when technically feasible in response to customer
demand.

staf:us: A final Order has not yet been released in
this FCC proceeding.
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congr8ssioruU PreeIt~ion of S'ta'te aDd Local zoning Au'tbori'ties

o Cellular carriers are dependent upon tower sites to make
service available to consuaers. Cellular carriers utilize
approximately 15,000 towers nationwide and have invested over
$16 billion in infrastructure to provide service to over 20
million custoaers. More antenna sites will be required to
build out the PCS wireless infrastructure.

o State and local jurisdictions have the authority to delay or
prevent the sitinq of radio towers, impedinq the development
of an efficient infrastructure for the provision of cellular
service.

o The FCC and FAA have federal responsibility to ensure that
wireless towers/antennas coaply with specific emissions,
heiqht, construction and performance. The American National
Standards Institute ("ANSI") sets radiofrequency ("RF") power
limits for cellular sites.

o Revised section 332 of the Communications Act restates
Conqressional interest in developinq a competitive mobile
services marketplace and prohibits state and local qovernments
from barrinq entry into the mobile services market.

o Conqress should, therefore, preempt state and local
qovernments from enforcinq zoninq and other similar requlation
of tower site. which have the purpose or effect of barrinq or
impedinq cellular and other wireless service providers from
locatinq and constructinq towers.

S'ta'tus: CTIA has petitioned the FCC to initiate a
rulemakinq to address this issue.
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